
Dear Parents, 
 
In Thanksgiving of Fall! 
October always begins my favorite time of 
the year.  I love fall with all the colors 
changing and the cooler weather suits me 
to a tee.  It always seems to inspire me to 
be more creative as I watch the brilliant 

changes God has in store for us during this time.  It is 
my hope that you and your family can take special no-
tice of those wonderful changes too.  In our busy lives 
we sometimes miss the beauty that is right in front of 
us.  May this October be a time when you and your 
family spend time appreciating the beauty that God 
gives us in nature and in each other. 

 
School Liturgies 
The school liturgies that I have participated in so far 
this year have been wonderful.  What a blessing to have 
a full church to worship in on a weekly basis.  The mu-
sic has been so inspiring to me and I am so impressed 
with the students who have been singing in the choir 
and leading us in song.  Mrs. Murphy and the classroom 
teachers have been doing a great job.  The students have 
been working hard at the participation.  At Back to 
School Night Ms.Garmoe reminded us that participation 
is learned, both at school and at home.  Thanks for help-
ing us out with that one.  It is great to see so many par-
ents at Mass as well.  What a statement you are making 
for your students about how much you value your faith 
and the continued growing in their faith! 
 
ITBS 
We remind you that ITBS tests will be given the week 
of October 4th, with any make-up tests given during the 
following week.  Remember that ITBS is a snapshot of 
how well your child is achieving on those tests and the 
best indicator of how well your child is doing in school 
comes home each week in the form of your child’s 
work.  Checking assignment books and looking at items 
in backpacks will tell you so much about your child’s 
progress. 
 

Learning for our Faculty 
“We need to learn too!”  I heard a teacher tell a parent this 
a couple of weeks ago in the parking lot.  It is true – the 
faculty here at SFA needs to learn too.  In the past couple 
of weeks, we have been able to do that during Profes-
sional Development time.  On Wednesday, Sept. 8th dur-
ing our early dismissal we learned from each other.  We 
learned about how to use the maps that are in the school.  
WOW!  So much can be done with those maps and 
globes.  I would have loved to have those kinds of maps 
and globes when I was in school.  We also heard from 
Mrs. Heckle as we started our training on the “I Was Only 
Teasing” program that she talked with you about at Back 
to School Night and Mrs. Joslin presented us with some 
great information on Differentiated Learning.  On Mon-
day, Sept. 13th we had the opportunity to be challenged in 
our thinking by nationally known speaker Ken O’Connor.  
He talked with us about teaching and working in a stan-
dards-driven school.  These learning opportunities are 
tools that our teachers use to help your children each day. 
 
Thank You! 
WOW!  I want to thank all of those people who have 
helped to make my transition to SFA such a smooth and 
enjoyable process.  I am impressed with the number of 
people who are willing to give of their time to help out at 
school and to those who gave countless hours to help out 
before school started moving items, hanging pictures, 
moving shelves, and hanging miles and miles of cork 
strips!  People have asked me how things are going and 
whether or not I believe I have made the right choice and 
my answer is always a resounding “Yes!”  Thanks for 
making that the response I am able to give. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Denise Mulcahy 
Assistant Principal 
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Dear SFA Families and Staff, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say farewell to all of you.  I’m sure that many of you have 
heard by now that I am moving back up to Minnesota and will not be returning to St. Francis School.  
My husband has secured a job at the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities.   I am proud to report 
that after six long years in graduate school at ISU, he has earned his Ph.D in inorganic chemistry.  
As I see it, I have had my chance to shine in my career as a teacher here at St. Francis, now it is his 
turn to shine in his field. 
 
As you know, the parish and school staff, students and parents at SFA have a special bond so it is 
extremely difficult for me to say goodbye.  I wish that I would have known sooner so that I could 
have said goodbye in person.  Please know that I will miss you very much and will always keep you 
in my thoughts and prayers.  It has been a pleasure working with all of 
you.  Thank you for this wonderful opportunity to be able to share my 
knowledge, skills and fitness experiences with you.  I would like to 
close with the following quote:  “Some people come into our lives and 
quickly go, some stay for awhile and leave footprints on our 
hearts”  (Author Unknown). Your footprints will stay in my heart for-
ever.  Please enjoy that awesome new gymnasium for me!! 
 
Take care & God Bless, 
 
Mrs. Klein  

FACILITIES NEWS 
We are becoming accustomed to our new “digs”.  I, like students I frequently see, still 
find myself at times having to stop to get my bearings and then head in the opposite di-
rection from where I THOUGHT I was going.  All in all, the transition into our new space 
has gone incredibly well.   

 
The parking lot has smoothed itself out.  A reminder, however, that there is no parking in the circle 
drives for pick up.  Additionally, southside pick up, you must always use the carline. 
 
The lunchroom traffic has also gotten into its groove.  We are still waiting for the rest of our tables with 
benches.  They should be here any time and will help the lunchroom seating and dismissal run even 
smoother. 
 
We are so anxious to have our playground area ready to go.  The new equipment is being shared well by 
the students, but as soon as that new sod around the equipment has its roots, even more students will 
be able to enjoy that area at recess.  

NOTICE TO PARENTS: 
For information regarding individuals residing in your  community who are registered sex offeners and 
likely to reoffend, go to: www.iowasexoffender.com 



Guidance Corner by Mrs. Julie Heckle 
We are off to a great start in the Guidance department.  Students K-6 have spent time 
working on building their self-esteem through a variety of activities.  The focus of these 

activities is learning to be proud of their God given talents and abilities. 
 Kindergarteners have been introduced to “Al’s Pals: Kids Making Healthy Choices”.  Froggy and Friends 
will be visiting the 1st graders to talk about social skills.  Friendship skills have been the focus for 2nd 
Grade. 
             3rd-6th grade students have been diligently preparing for the Iowa Test of Basic Skills.  Test taking 
strategies as well as mental and physical preparation for the test have been reviewed.  These tests begin on 
Monday, October 4th.  Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep and a healthy breakfast before coming to 
school. 
             Red Ribbon Week is the week of Oct. 25th – Oct. 29th.  During this week we focus on leading a 
safe, healthy and drug free life.  On Monday, Oct. 25th the B.R.A.V.E. Foundation will be presenting a vio-
lence prevention program to our students.  “Be B.R.AV.E. not a Bully” is part of their “Make Violence 
Disappear with Magic” series.  On Friday, Oct, 29th  fourth grade students will be attending “A Celebration 
of Living Drug-Free”  put on by the Polk County Red Ribbon Coalition.  This event will be held at the 
State of Iowa Historical Museum.  
             Be looking for further information on this fun filled week! 
 

DOWLING CATHOLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL PAN-

CAKE BREAKFAST AND 
BAKE SALE  
 

TICKETS ON SALE SOON! 
 

The Dowling Catholic High School Parent’s Guild 
would like to welcome all families to the 43rd Annual 
Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale on Sunday, Nov. 7 
from 7:30 a.m. to1:00 p.m. at the Polk County Conven-
tion Complex.  This is a great opportunity to meet and 
greet family and friends, and to be entertained by 
Dowling’s musical ensembles.  There will also be 
many school activities and organizations from Dowling 
represented.  Tickets are $5.00 for adults and $2.50 for 
children 12 and under, and will be available after Octo-
ber 19.  You can purchase your tickets from a Dowling 
student, at the door, or you can call the Dowling 
Catholic Parent’s Guild office at 222-1029.  We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

VOLUNTEER S.O.S.! 
Volunteers  are desper-
ately needed in the lunch-
room on Thursdays and 
Fridays.   
 
Please contact Marilyn 
Blankenship if you are 
available for either of 
these days, 987-8758. 



A line is a mark made by a moving point.  These first weeks of school, each grade has studied and used line 
in some way.  Whether it be a contour drawing or creating works based on different types of movement, 
line has been the focus for these beginning weeks.  Seems pretty basic, huh?  Line is pretty basic.  It is one 
of the elements of art and a “building block”, so to speak, for all works of art.  But in it’s simplicity lies 
great power.    

Here are a few examples of its power:  

Line communicates emotion and states of mind through its character and direction. The variations of mean-
ing generally relate to our bodily experience of line and direction. 

  Horizontal line suggests a feeling of rest or repose. Objects parallel to the earth are at rest in relation to 
gravity. Therefore compositions in which horizontal lines dominate tend to be quiet and restful in feeling. 
One of the hallmarks of Frank Lloyd Wright's architectural style is its use of strong horizontal elements, 
which stress the relationship of the structure to the land. 
 
Vertical lines communicate a feeling of lofti- ness and spirituality. Erect lines seem to extend 
upwards beyond human reach, toward the sky. They often dominate public architecture, from 
cathedrals to corporate headquarters. Extended perpendicular lines suggest an overpow-
ering grandeur, beyond ordinary human measure. 
 
Diagonal lines suggest a feeling of movement or direction. Since objects in a diagonal position are unstable 
in relation to gravity, being neither vertical nor horizontal, they are either about to fall, or are already in mo-
tion, as is certainly the case for this group of dancers. In a two dimensional composition diagonal lines are 
also used to indicate depth, an illusion of perspective that pulls the viewer into the picture-creating an illu-
sion of a space that one could move about within. Thus if a feeling of movement or speed is desired, or a 
feeling of activity, diagonal lines can be used. 

Horizontal and vertical lines in combination communicate stability and solidity. Rectilinear forms stay put 
in relation to gravity, and are not likely to tip over. This stability suggests permanence, reliability and 
safety. In the case of the man in this family group, the lines seem to imply stability to the point of stodgi-
ness.  

The quality of the line is in itself a fundamental visual language.  Its use is so universal that we are all sensi-
tive to it. Even without an artist's training, we can extract considerable meaning from the kind of line used 
in a drawing.  

On Our Palettes by Mr. Jason Southward 

Volunteer Training information is included in this 
packet! 
Check the SFA website for Diocesan forms for 
new  volunteers.  Thank you! 
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Without question, everyone is enjoying the new media cen-
ter. The natural light from the large windows and the ex-
panded space lend themselves to a room that has multiple 
uses during the school day.  
 
It is a beautiful and special place for students to learn and 
grow their love of books. 
 
Students have been excited to check out the 
new space and materials the media center of-
fers. Sixth grade students have been research-
ing scientists. They were given practice in for-
mulating pertinent questions, identifying ap-
propriate information sources, selecting infor-
mation applicable to their topic, as well as in-
terpreting that information and using it suc-
cessfully in an end product. Wow! Congratula-
tions to the 6th grade teachers for giving our 
students the opportunity to become seekers, 
finders, and users of information – certainly a 
life-long skill! 
 
Fourth grade students are receiving library orientation 
classes. There has been a review of the computer card cata-
log and how to use it. We are all getting adjusted to the 
new library layout and are now successfully finding books 
on the shelves. Students are learning about various refer-
ence books including the dictionary, atlas, encyclopedia, 
almanac, book of quotations, geographic and bibliographic 
dictionaries, and the thesaurus. Students were so excited 
about the “World Almanac” – don’t be surprised if you see 
it turning up on their Christmas wish lists! 
 
The reference section of the library is about to take a leap 

in growth thanks to donations from the 
“Generations Reference Library” drive. Thanks to 
volunteers  for creating this voluntary database of 
grandparents’ names and addresses who would be 
interested in donating money for the purchase of 
reference materials.  
 
Reference books purchased with these donations 

will have donation plaques baring the name 
of the benefactor. At this writing, $2,150 
have been donated, making the purchase of 
Bartlett’s Quotations, the World Atlas, cur-
rent almanacs, biographical and geographic 
dictionaries, Butler’s Lives of the Saints, 
specialty almanacs, and atlases a reality 
and the purchase of another set of print en-
cyclopedia a possibility. Many thanks to the 
extended families that chose to participate. 
 
I am honored to have had a number of stu-
dents donate books to our library in lieu of 
receiving gifts at their birthday parties. I 

cherish these book donations and it is delightful to 
see each gift “opened again and again” with each 
person who checks them out. If you haven’t yet 
seen the new media center, please stop by and see 
what your generosity has helped create. 

Book Nook by Mrs. Mary Head 

“It is a beautiful 
and special place 
for students to 

learn and grow in 
their love of 

books.” 

MEDICATION GUIDELINES 
In order to establish and maintain a system of safe storage, handling, 
and dispensing of prescribed medication we ask that parents refer to 
page 35 of the SFA Family Handbook to review Medication Guide-
lines for St. Francis School. 
 

Please note that even over-the-counter or non-prescription medications may not 
be administered by school personnel unless accompanied by physicians instruc-
tions and signed parent permission. 



Musical Notes  
by Mrs. Angie Murphy 
 
 
We have had a very busy beginning of the year in the mu-
sic classroom! 
OPUS students have been meeting before school, at lunch 
and some even after school to learn and work on the sing-
ing. The tapes have been sent! Good luck to all those who 
worked so hard on this! 
 
Try-outs for the musical will begin October 4th.  I will have 
a sign up sheet for when the students may try out.  The 
name of the musical is "The Wonder of Christmas." Many 
of you may remember from a few years ago when I di-
rected it with a children's choir here at St. Francis.  It is a 
wonderful musical about what Christmas is really all about.  
 
There are 6 main speaking parts with one student who will 
have a solo singing part.  The choir will consist of the 5th 
and 6th grade music classroom students. The musical will 
be in place of a formal Christmas concert.  I look forward 
to working with all the children on this musical.  Good luck 
to all who try out! 
 
Have you asked your child what the composer of the 

month is?  Every child grade 2-6 will learn about one 
composer every month.  At the end of the month they 
will be given a short 4 question quiz over the information 
they learned.  This month the composer was Johann 
Sebastian Bach.  Please ask your child what they know 
about this famous composer.  
Can they tell you the song(s) they have listened to from 
Bach? 
 
Next month we will be studying Mozart. 
 
Just to let you know, my music information is not yet on 
the web.  I am working on this and hope to get you the 
updates as soon as possible.   
Keep checking our web sight! 
 
Have a great October! 
 

Sing a new song to the Lord,  
who has done marvelous deeds! 

                                                            Psalm 98:1 

TECH TALK by Mrs. Diane Nitzel 
I am so excited to be here at St. Francis this year.  As some of you know I just 
moved here from Idaho this past summer, and I was really excited to be able to 
share some of my experiences with the students.  I am looking forward to all the 

fun projects the students and I will be doing this year.   
During the month of September, I had the pleasure of working with the 6th on their Scien-

tist Power Point.  They turned out great!  I also had the opportunity to work with the 4th Graders 
during their study of volcanoes in science.  We visited the Volcano World website via a treasure 
hunt, and found out a lot of interesting things about volcanoes.  We also went on a virtual field 
trip to a couple of places in Idaho that have some very interesting volcanic features; Craters of 
the Moon National Monument and Shoshone Indian Ice Caves.   I am also looking forward to 
meeting the first graders soon, as we are in the process of planning a fun activity to coincide 
with their unit on Elections.   
          Please remember to check the school’s website www.saintfrancisschool.org for current 
school information and to view student work.  If you have any question or comments please feel 
free to contact me at school by phone or via email at dnitzel@dowling.pvt.k12.ia.us 



St. Francis Wins Class Cash! 
You did it again!!  We are happy to announce that St. Francis of Assisi has won the 
Valley West Mall Class Cash contest!  A check for $3,000 will be presented to 
SFS on Thursday, September 23. 
A HUGE thank you to all the SFA families who shopped ‘til they dropped!  You 
made SFA #1!! 

DOWLING HIGH SCHOOL   
K-8 Athletic Ticket 

10 Admissions for $20.00 
Tickets available in the school office. 

Gym Shorts by Mr. Mike Hazel 
 

Hello everyone! 
 
GYM SHOES…I have had many questions about our new PE policy for shoes.  Just to clarify, 

all students are required to have a pair of tennis shoes at school to leave in their lockers.  These shoes are for PE only 
(or can be used for middle school BB & VB athletic programs) to help protect our new floor.  The shoes do NOT have 
to be new!  We prefer shoes without black soles, and we encourage Velcro for K‐2 students if possible.  It is a new 
policy, and again I apologize for any inconvenience.  It will help all of us in the long run, because we won’t have to 
remember to bring shoes twice a week.  Thank you for your patience and cooperation.  If you have any questions at 
all, feel free to contact me via email or by school phone after 3:30 pm. 

 
Reminder to middle school parents and students:  6th grade PE days are MONDAYS and THURSDAYS.  

Please make sure that uniforms are being washed weekly, and that students remember to bring them on PE days.  
This is part of being responsible and prepared for class.  Not being prepared for class will warrant a late assignment 
slip in accordance with the middle school discipline plan. 

 
PE is off to a great start!  The students have a great attitude and have been having fun in class.  Here is a 

breakdown of what we’ve been working on, and what the students can expect soon. 
 
K‐2 has been working on body and spatial awareness, and basic locomotor skills.  This includes balancing, identify‐
ing parts of the body, and all locomotor skills (run, jump, walk, hop, skip, leap, gallop, and slide).  Upcoming units 
include fitness, parachute activities, and tumbling/gymnastics.  
 
3‐6 students worked very hard during fitness stations early this year.  3‐4 have been exploring with Frisbees, and can 
look forward to upcoming units in baseball activities and rhythm/dance.   5‐6 grades have been learning Speedball, a 
game that combines basketball, soccer, and football all in one.  They will soon move on to units in Frisbees and vol‐
leyball. 
 



On the Beat! by Mr. Rick Purvi-
ance 
The St. Francis of Assisi band program has welcomed 56 new 5th grad-
ers.  Lessons have begun, and it looks to be a very promising year.  Mr. 

Steve Holland the Dowling Catholic High School Band  Director says that he believes this 
is the largest single school grade level band that we have ever had in the Diocese.  Par-
ents will be invited to here an open rehearsal presented by this group on the last Thurs-
day in October during their regular band rehearsal time (12:30 to 1:00 p.m.).  Each stu-
dent will have one 20 minute private lesson per week, and there will be two group re-
hearsals of 30 minutes each.  These take place during the regular school day, with excep-
tion to those few students who have lessons before and after school.  Feel free to con-
tact Mr. Purviance if you have questions about your students progress.   
 
The 6th grade band is busy preparing for their first performance.  They will be playing 
with all of the diocese middle school band members and the Dowling Catholic Marching 
Band at the Dowling Homecoming Football Game on Friday night, October 1.  Their per-
formance time will be at approximately 7:20 p.m. at the pregame festivities at Valley 
Stadium.  Uniform for these students will be St. Francis sweatshirts and blue jeans. 

Talking Canvas 
The Talking Canvas program at St. Francis is ready to roll again and we are very excited!  Our wonderful 
parent volunteers have all been trained and are ready to begin presenting the artists in October.  We will be 
presenting one artist per month October through April.  We are hopeful for another very successful year!   
 

Would you like a sneak peek at what the focus at all grade levels will be?  Here it is: 
Kindergarten: Introduction to Art 

1st grade; Techniques and Media Available in Art 
2nd grade: Elements & Principles of Art 

3rd grade: Color 
4th grade: Iowa Artists/American Artists 

5th grade: Architecture 
6th grade: Impressionism, Post-Impressionism and Surrealism 

7th grade: Religious Art 
8th grade: Careers in Art 

 
We are arranging a talking Canvas field trip for each grade level during the month of May.  Watch upcoming newsletters for 
more details.  Also, in your free time or travels, be sure to take in our own Art Center here in Des Moines where the works of 
many of the artists we study are featured.    If you haven’t yet visited, the Downtown Art Center branch is a wonderful new addi-
tion!  If you are ever in Chicago, the Art Institute downtown has a tremendous variety of the works of these artists, as well.  
Have your student tell you about these famous individuals.  As you may have guessed, we are very excited about this wonderful 
program. 
 
Mary Bernabe, 226-0878                 Amy De Angelo 255-4649 
Lori Tursi-Grote, 225-2257             Linda Gust 987-8413 
Talking Canvas Coordinators 
 



READING RESOURCE  
by Mrs. Sarah Harmeyer and Mrs. Libby Hartleib 
 
As parents we all want our children to find success in reading and to develop a 
passion for reading.  This leads to the most frequently asked question by par-
ents to teachers, “ What can I do at home to help my child become a better 

reader?” The response…“Read to your child.”  
 
 Boy, if we had a dollar for every time we have heard that question and have given that re-
sponse, we would be millionaires!  Not that the response is incorrect, it is just lacking in detail.  
There are actually six reasons why reading aloud to your child everyday will help them become 
a better reader.  The six reasons that reading aloud benefits your child are: 
 
-Builds Background Knowledge: All of those hours of reading to your child develop a huge 
inventory of mental images and experiences.  When a child reads a sentence or a passage, it is 
so much easier for them to determine unknown words and comprehend what they are reading 
if they have background knowledge. 
 
-Builds Vocabulary: A child with a large listening and speaking vocabulary has a huge ad-
vantage in learning to read.  Reading comprehension depends on knowing the meaning of the 
individual words in a passage.  When children are trying to figure out an unknown word, it will 
come faster to them if it is already in their speaking vocabulary.  If they are able to spend less 
of their effort on word recognition, they can devote more energy towards reading to compre-
hend. 
 
-Becomes familiar with rich language patterns:  Children are exposed to sentence pat-
terns and special uses of language found in books.  This exposure helps not only with reading 
comprehension but also with their ability to write. 
 
-Develops familiarity with story structure: Children absorb how stories work from listen-
ing to stories.  This knowledge comes in handy when they are beginning to read on their own.  
They understand that a story will have a title, characters, problem(s) to solve, and resolution(s) 
of those problem(s). 
 
-Acquires familiarity with the reading process:  Children learn about what reading is 
from observing others reading to them.  It makes an impression on them about how people 
read. 
 
-Identifies reading as a pleasurable activity: Jim Trelease, author of The Read Aloud 
Handbook, said it best, “Every time we read to a child, we’re sending a pleasure message to the 
child’s brain.  You could even call it a commercial, conditioning the child to associate books and 
print with pleasure.” 
 
Although it has been said before, we feel compelled to say it again….the single most important 
activity required for reading success is reading aloud to your child. 



News from the Lunch Line  
by Mrs. Barb Wisnieski 
 
Happy October!   
 
With the first full month of school over, we are happy to report that we are settling into a routine 
in the School Lunch Program!!  We hope your children are enjoying school lunch so far this year…it 
has been great for us to see “old” friends, and meet lots of new ones, too!   
 
Our two cafeteria lines are working well to get students through the school lunch line more quickly 
than ever.  Remember that if your student is just purchasing milk, you may send him with exact 
change for milk (.30 per milk) and he will be able to bypass the lunch line and buy milk in the cafete-
ria.  This saves considerable time:  however, if you prefer your student to buy milk from his account 
balance, he may wait in the line to buy milk (there seemed to be a bit of confusion about this the 
first weeks of school).    
 
With two cafeteria lines, we need four volunteers each day just to serve food (this number does not 
include cafeteria volunteers).  WE ARE STILL IN NEED OF 4 VOLUNTEERS WHO CAN WORK 
TWICE A MONTH ON TUESDAYS (WITHOUT ACCOMPANYING CHILDREN) TO SERVE 
LUNCH.  If you can help us out, please contact me ASAP.   
 
The Menu Planning Committee will be initiating a School Lunch Satisfaction Survey to receive feed-
back on our meals.  If you see an envelope in your student’s backpack, please assist them in complet-
ing this survey.  We want to provide a high quality, nutritious meal that students enjoy…this survey 
is critical to assessing how we are doing our first months. 
 
We do not send out notices for payment for school lunch until the students’ account balances are 
below $5.00.  If you receive a low balance notice via your student’s backpack, please send payment in 
a sealed envelope:  ATTN: SCHOOL LUNCH; with your student(s) name on the envelope to ensure 
your money goes into the right account. 
 
Thanks for your support and encouragement!! 

SCHOOL HOURS REMINDER: 
School office hours are 7:45 AM—3:45 PM.   
Doors open at 7:45 AM.    
For the protection of our children, all school doors, with the exception of Kids Care (NE doors), are 
locked at 3:45 PM.   
 
Your calls will be taken each day between the hours of  7:45 AM—3:45 PM.   Messages may be left on 
voice mail.  Thank you! 



Enrichment News by Ms. Chris Joslin 
Hello!  It is hard to believe that September is winding down.  Pictures taken, the new building taking on character 
and students back into routines. 
 
This October will be another busy one for  me.  I will be organizing the Mock Trial competition as well as setting up 

some interest groups This year I want more input from students.  October brings the Columban Father's Mission emphasis and I will be 
assisting in several classrooms with information about the countries where the missions are located.  The magazine editing staff will be 
meeting and deciding upon where we want to go from there.   
 
Personally this is a very busy month for me for conferences.  I am attending the Iowa World Languages Association Conference as I 
need to keep current on my German educational practices. I am considering offering German after school as our Spanish teacher can-
not do it this year.  The next week is Iowa Talented and Gifted Association conference where I am presenting information on the diver-
sity of India as well as learning about new programs for your students.  The next weekend I travel to Council Bluffs for the Iowa Coun-
cil of Social Studies Conference which focuses primarily on the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery information and resources found in 
that area of the state.  I will be working in 4th and 5th grade to develop some extra materials and activities on Lewis and Clark as we 
celebrate the bicentennial of their exploration.  THEN …just when I thought I would be staying home for a while, I have the opportunity 
to present on India again at the National Geographic Educators' Conference with other teachers on my travel team.  Amazingly enough, 
almost all the conferences are on weekends and I will only miss two days of school.  Each of the conferences are important in different 
ways and I know your students will benefit from the information I can bring back…the fact that they all fall in October is the amazing 
part. 
If you have any questions, feel free to call (457-7167) or email me at Cjoslin@dowling.pvt.k12.ia.us 
THANKS!!!! 

Volunteer Notes 
 
Mrs. Angie Murphy is looking for 1or 2 
people to help her approximately an hour 
each month with organizational tasks.   
 
Please call Angie Otten at 223-9866 if 
you would be interested in helping Mrs. 
Murphy. 
 
Missing volunteers!!!  We received 
some volunteer forms without names on 
them.  If you do not see your name on the 
September or October volunteer sched-
ules please call Angie Otten at 223-9866 
so you can be included.  Volunteers are 
vital to our school, thank you for sharing 
your time. 
 
Reminder:  If you are unable to work 
your scheduled shift please make an at-
tempt to switch with someone or replace 
yourself prior to calling the volunteer co-
ordinator.  Thank you for your help in 
this matter. 

Dress Code Reminder! 
The month of October means the 
end of short season at St. Francis 
School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beginning October 4th, students  
may not wear shorts to school.  
Short season will resume on May 1, 
2005.  Thank you! 


